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he did not refrain from doing so.

When [the executioner] reached the place of tefillin,* [Rabbi Yishmael]

shrieked with a bitter scream to the Molder of his soul.

(We have erred, our Rock; forgive us, our Molder!)

© The celestial Seraphim* cried out bitterly,
‘Is this the Torah and this its reward —

O God Who cloaks Himself in light as with a garment?t

The enemy insults Your great and awesome Name,?

and reviles and blasphemes against the words of the Torah!’

v A voice from Heaven responded,

‘If I hear another sound, [ will transform the universe to water,

I will turn the earth to astonishing emptiness —
this is a decree from My Presence;

accept it, you who delight in the two-thousand-year-cld |
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Judaism has recom-
mended that the metaphysical inquiry be replaced by the
halakhic ethical gesture. Man should not ask: Why evil?
He should rather raise the question: What am I sup-
posed to do if confronted with evil; how should I behave
vis-a-vis evil? The latter is a powerful challenge to man
and it is the duty of man to meet this challenge boldly
and courageously. Suffering, in the opinion of Judaism,
must not be purposeless, wasted. Out of suffering must
emerge the ethical norm, the call for repentance, for self-
elevation. Judaism wants to convert the passional frus-
trating experience into an integrating, cleansing and
redeeming factor.
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“And the Lord shall be King over all the earth; in tkdaty shall the Lord be One, and His name
one” (Zecharia 14) -- is He then not One now? — Saidha. b. Hanina: Not like this world is the
future world. In this world, for good tidings one sayse ‘ld good, and He doeth good’, while for
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